Achievement gap still a 'crisis,' report shows
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Despite some progress in closing the achievement gap among the nation's AfricanAmerican students and their
peers over the last 15 years, the gap remains a national "crisis," a chamber of commerce official said of her
group's annual report (http://www.leadersandlaggards.org/).
The data in the new U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation report  which pulls together test scores,
graduation rates and other figures  is pretty clear. "We're not doing our best to ensure that every young person
has the opportunity to succeed," said Cheryl Oldham, vice president of education and workforce for the group.
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In Kentucky, scores from the National Assessment of Education Progress, or NAEP, show the achievement gap
among black students and the rest of their peers has remained largely unchanged since 2003 for both fourth and eighthgrade students in math and
reading, according to reports by the Kentucky Department of Education (http://education.ky.gov/aa/reports/pages/naep.aspx).
In Indiana, there were significant gaps in proficiency on the 2015 NAEP exam between AfricanAmerican students and students overall, particularly
among eighthgrade students. Just under 40 percent of all Indiana eighthgraders scored high enough to be proficient in math, compared to only 10
percent of AfricanAmerican students, according to the scores.
"While it's all publicly available data already, we have been able to bring together in one report this data that really focuses on one population and, I think,
really tells a pretty compelling story of how we're doing as a nation on behalf of these kids," Oldham said.
The foundation, a nonprofit affiliate of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, and the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People released
the report on Thursday.
To illustrate gaps in academic achievement, the report cites scores from the 2015 NAEP assessment. According to the report, the tests, administered
every two years to a representative sample of fourth and eighthgraders in math and reading, are considered "low stakes" since scores are not tied to
teacher or school evaluations. This minimizes concern there is "teaching to the test" or cheating, the report says.
Nationally, only 18 percent of AfricanAmerican fourthgraders who took the 2015 NAEP assessment scored high enough to be considered proficient in
reading, compared to a 36 percent national average, according to the report. In math, 19 percent of AfricanAmerican fourthgraders were proficient,
compared to the national average of 40 percent.
The U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation report also shows AfricanAmerican students lag behind their peers in high school graduation rates and
college preparedness.
For the class of 2013, the most recent class for which data are available, the national graduate rate for all students was 81 percent. The rate for African
American students was about 10 percentage points lower at 71 percent, according to the report.
The report also revealed that AfricanAmerican students in the class of 2014 nationally were less likely than their peers to take an AP exam. About 36
percent of all students took an AP exam during high school, compared to 24 percent of AfricanAmerican students, according to the report.
The report also cited collegereadiness based on ACT benchmarks, achievement levels set by ACT that reflect a 50 percent chance of earning a B or
higher in a 100level college class. Only 5 percent of Kentucky’s AfricanAmerican high school seniors were deemed “collegeready” in all four ACTtested
subjects, according to the report. This compares to 21 percent of all Kentucky students, based on data released by ACT
(http://www.act.org/newsroom/data/2015/states/pdf/Kentucky.pdf).
The percentage was only slightly higher in Indiana, where 6 percent of AfricanAmerican students scored high enough to be "collegeready" in all four
subjects, according to the report. This compares to 34 percent of all Indiana students.
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To solve the "macroproblem" of the achievement gap, the report calls for "the smallest countermeasures," like teacherinitiated phone calls to parents
when children, particularly male students, display positive behavior.
The report holds up Boston Public Schools as an example for other school districts. The district enrolled more than 54,000 students for the 201415
school year, onethird of which were AfricanAmerican, according to the Massachusetts Department of Education.
In 2009, Boston Public Schools administrators established its Office of the Achievement Gap and instated several measures to close the gap: a
mentorship program, a more robust early education program and increased commitment to diversity in the workplace. According to the report, in the first
year of the district's mentorship program, participants saw a nearly 12 percent increase in those scoring proficient or advance on state assessments.
Attendance rates increase. Suspension rates decreased.
Jefferson County Public Schools could not be reached for comment Thursday.
Reporter Kirsten Clark can be reached at (502) 5824144.Follow the CourierJournal’s education team on Facebook at Facebook.com/SchooledCJ
(http://facebook.com/SchooledCJ)
.
Read or Share this story: http://cjky.it/1Qy6xfL

20% Off Your Order Sitewide!

$39.99

$54.99

Shop Now

TOP VIDEOS

Video | Dashcam ride on Lincoln
Bridge southbound into Louisville

01:10
(/videos/news/42820472001/4664250581001)
New Bill Would Legalize Weed In
Kentucky
00:45

(/videos/news/42820472001/4663058719001)
Los Angeles Schools Closed after
Threat Received
02:52

(/videos/news/42820472001/4662325545001)
Raw: Soyuz Rocket Blasts Off
With Three On Board
00:56

(/videos/news/42820472001/4662002683001)

MORE STORIES

It’s training time for the
Kentucky Derby Festival races
(/story/sponsor-story/nortonhealthcare/2015/12/17/s(/story/sponsor-training-time-kentucky-derbyfestival-races/76918166/)

story/nortonDec. 17, 2015, 12:03 a.m.
healthcare/2015/12/17/straining-timekentuckyGreater Clark
derby-festivalOKs $63M
facility plan
races/76918166/)

(/story/news/local/indiana/2015/12/16/grea
clark-oks-63mfacilityplan/77412350/)
(/story/news/local/indiana/2015/12/16/greaterclark-oks-63m-facility-plan/77412350/)
Dec. 16, 2015, 5:10 p.m.

Jury awards millions in New
Albany deck collapse

(/story/news/local/indiana/ﬂoyd/2015/12/16/juryawardsmillions-newalbany-deckcollapse/77116092/)
(/story/news/local/indiana/ﬂoyd/2015/12/16/juryawards-millions-new-albany-deckcollapse/77116092/)
Dec. 16, 2015, 4:36 p.m.

Chloe
'marcie' To...

